
September 5, 2021 

Twenty-third Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

As I was reflecting on Labor Day and the dignity of human work its 

forms, some moving conversations came to mind of when people find a 

job that is more than just what they do to get food on the table.  Their 

job is an expression of who God created them to be. Their work is their 

vocation.  I find myself being encouraged in my vocation as a priest 

when I speak with people whose eyes light up as they talk of their work.  

 

Whether our job is just something we are doing to make a living or 

whether truly a living our vocation through our employment, whether 

we are a student, or retired, God has work for us to do!  When we are 

truly engaged in the work that God wants us to do, we discover why 

God made us and once we discover that, then we will be happy because 

we have purpose.  The clear focus on our purpose will enable us to 

move through the difficult times because we can see clearly where it is 

all leading.   

 

The prophet Isaiah in the first readying today knew his purpose.  He 

knew that the Lord had chosen him to speak to the people of Israel in a 

time of great suffering.  The Holy Spirit inspired him to speak words 

that created powerful images of comfort in the minds and hearts of 

God’s people.  The time of vindication and deliverance of God will be a 

time of renewal when the eyes of the blind will be opened, the ears of 

the deaf will be cleared, the lame will leap like a stag, and streams will 

burst forth in the desert. These powerful images helped the people 

who were living with great fear to see and hear that God was with 

them, that God was leading them.  

 

The words that we hear in Mark’s Gospel are so powerful that they 

have instructed and the vocation of Christians throughout the 



centuries.   The prayer Jesus says, “Ephphatha—that is, be opened” is 

still used today in the rite of baptism.  These words are meant to open 

up not only our ears to hear God’s voice but also our mouths to speak 

the love of God.  That is our purpose, to receive the message of God 

and then to share it.  That is what gives us true and lasting meaning in 

this valley of tears. This Gospel is a powerful teaching on what it means 

to be a mature disciple.  Notice how Jesus takes that deaf man off by 

himself to heal him.  Jesus want to be with us personally and 

individually to heal us.  Our wounds are deeply personal and so Jesus 

first comes to us personally and then will lead us at later come the time 

to encourage someone else in their struggle and if the moment is right, 

to give testimony of how Jesus made a difference in our lives.  Notice 

how close is physically with the deaf man.  He places his fingers in his 

ears and spitting, touched his tongue.  That might make us cringe 

during this time of social distancing.  Symbolically Jesus gives his whole 

self, his physical self to us, as he did for the deaf man.  Jesus wants to 

speak to us personally in the scriptures, he touches us physically in the 

Eucharist.  He gives us purpose with his love.  

 

This is a time of global struggle with climate change and the pandemic.  

Every person feels the burden.  Ask Jesus to come to you, especially in 

your struggle.  Take everything to him.  He will not fail you. Once we 

have experienced Jesus in our life, then we need to ask him how we are 

called to speak, whether that speaking is in our words or through our 

actions.  How are you, how am I called to speak the love of God?  

Archbishop Etienne has given each Catholic in the Archdiocese a task 

and that is to reflect prayerfully on what Jesus has done for you and for 

me.  That is our work for this first year of living the Archdiocesan 

Pastoral Plan. Geri Hanley and all on the parish staff will invite our 

parishioners to do so with each other in small groups.  This process will 

be a concrete way to live our vocation—Ephphatha—open Lord our 

hears to hear and our mouths to speak your love.                     

   


